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SUBJECT: GERMAN STATEMENT ON MIDDLE EAST 

1 . FRG RELEASED FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON MIDDLE EAST 
SITUATION EVENING MARCH 16. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS FOLLOWING RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST WITH GREAT CONCERN. THESE DEVELOP- 
MENTS POSE A DANGER FOR EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE A PEACEFUL 
SOLUTION TO THE MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT. THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT REGRETS, IN PARTICULAR, THAT THIS TRAGIC 
DEVELOPMENT HAS CAUSED MANY VICTIMS AMONG THE CIVILIAN 
POPULATION. 

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT EXPECTS THAT RECENT EFFORTS TO 
ACHIEVE PEACE WILL NOT BE COMPLETELY DERAILED. THE 
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS THUS UNDERTAKING EVERYTHING IN 
ITS POWER, IN CONTACTS WITH THE DIRECT PARTICIPANTS 
AND IN THE UN, TO PREVENT A FURTHER DETERIORATION OF 
THE SITUATION AND TO REMOVE THOSE OBSTACLES 
TO PEACE - AND NOT LEAST OF ALL TO THE COURAGEOUS 
INITIATIVE OF THE PRESIDENT OF EGYPT - WHICH HAVE 
ARISEN IN RECENT DAYS. 
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